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SIEGE OF ELANDS RIVER POST — SECOND BOER WAR 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.27 pm]: Some members may be aware that I have an 
interest in history, in particular, military history. I would like to take a moment to remember a specific event that 
occurred about 120 years ago. Before I dive into this speech, I say that it is not about Karrakatta Cemetery, although 
I have a particular interest in that issue. 

I am talking about the Siege of Elands River Post, which occurred about 120 years ago almost to the day. It occurred 
between 4 and 16 August 1900 during the Second Boer War. I mention it because Western Australian forces 
participated in this battle. In fact, almost all the colonies of Australia participated in this battle before Federation. 
I thought it was particularly interesting when I learnt about it. The post at Elands River was a small supply depot 
by the river on a low rise strewn with boulders located on Brakfontein Farm. By August 1900, it consisted of 
a telegraph station, a stone ammunition store, about 100 000 pounds of military supplies, 100 wagons and 1 500 horses, 
mules and cattle, along with 20 beleaguered loyalists, a small number of African labourers and about 500 soldiers 
in garrison. The majority of those soldiers were Australians, comprising 105 from the A Squadron of the New South 
Wales Citizen Bushmen, 141 from the Queensland Citizen Bushmen, 42 from the Victorian Citizen Bushmen and 
nine Western Australians from the Western Australian Citizen Bushmen. Unfortunately, through my own research 
I was not able to find the names of the men who served. All I know is the total number. There were also, of course, 
two Tasmanians. The Citizen Bushmen were a volunteer force raised by the colonies. They were recruited for their skills 
as riders and marksmen, and also for their familiarity with the bush. Of course, the Australian bush is very similar 
to the South African bush. In addition to the Australian forces, there were 201 Rhodesians from the British South Africa 
Police, the Rhodesia Regiment, the Southern Rhodesia Volunteers and the Bechuanaland Protectorate Regiment, 
along with three Canadians and three Britons. Their only fire support at the garrison was one or two Maxim machine 
guns and an antiquated seven-pounder screw gun, for which there was only about 100 rounds of ammunition. 

The post came under siege by a force five times their number—at least 2 500 Boer Commandos led by 
General de la Rey. They were low on supplies and looking to siege and raid the supply depot held by the colonials. 
The siege continued for 12 days. In fact, at one point, a would-be British relief force, seeing how hopeless the situation 
was for the Australians and South Africans, actually abandoned the post and left it to its fate, surmising that it 
would be overrun in mere moments. In fact, the Australians, along with their allies, fought on for 12 long days. 
Over that time, most of the animals were killed. In fact, the Boer Commandos were renowned snipers, and with their 
artillery and rifles, they actually intentionally targeted the animals. In the end, 12 soldiers were killed and 36 wounded. 
In addition, four African porters were killed and 14 wounded. One of the loyalist European settlers was also 
wounded. Eventually, by 16 August, British relief forces were able to break through; the Boer Commandos fled 
and the garrison was relieved. 

This may not be the biggest battle that Australian forces have ever engaged in. As a member mentioned earlier, I was 
privileged to attend a Vietnam veterans’ memorial service on Tuesday morning as a guest of the Totally and Partially 
Disabled Veterans of WA association. We are, of course, familiar with the actions of Australians during the 
Vietnam War. We are all familiar with the participation of the Anzacs in Gallipoli and other theatres. I just thought 
I might take a moment to remember this story—a smaller battle, perhaps, by comparison, but nonetheless one of 
the first instances of Australian forces facing a numerically superior force with courage—so that we might not 
forget the sacrifices that they made in service of their colonies at the time and, very soon, their country. 
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